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The authors work to comprehensively explain the complexities in the 
relationships between online distance learners and the educational institutions 
they attend. Written in the context of a conceptual framework of nearness as 
temporary assemblage, case study interview excerpts are provided to 
demonstrate how student engagement and disengagement are influenced by 
a variety of factors. The authors identify resilience, as being one of the main 
attributes teachers should encourage their students to develop and provide 
four strategies to aid in shifting students toward increased engagement in 
online studies. 
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 The authors attempt to support the use of YouTube as a form of assessment 
in an online setting. They make far reaching claims, supported by research, 
but fail to draw explicit connections between how use of Social Media like 
YouTube, impacts assessment scores as indicated in the article title.  

 


